Weekly Police Beat for the Week Ending July 8, 2016

Right-to-Life Protesters Expected on Tuesday, July 26

On Tuesday, July 26, 2016, a right-to-life group, Defend Life, will be exercising their 1%
Amendment rights by displaying large, graphic signs on the sidewalk along northbound
Connecticut Avenue from 4pm-6:30pm. Chief Fitzgerald and several Village officers will be on
the scene keeping the peace and ensuring traffic and pedestrian safety.

The images on the signs can be upsetting to some, and young children may not understand them.
Also, traffic tends to back up on northbound Connecticut Avenue during the hours of the
demonstration. If you typically use northbound Connecticut Avenue in your travels, you may
want to consider an alternative route on July 26 between 4pm and 6:30pm.

FOR YOUR SAFETY:
Pedestrian Crosswalk Laws

There are a few key rules in the Maryland traffic law that you might want to keep in mind as you
use the new crosswalk on Connecticut Avenue at Lenox Street:

1. The pedestrian crossing at W. Lenox and Connecticut has a warning beacon (flashing
yellow light) that is activated when a pedestrian pushes a button; it will then flash for 32
seconds. The beacon does NOT require a vehicle to stop; it merely alerts drivers to the
presence of a pedestrian. The beacon will not protect you; your alertness will. Please
cross with caution!

2. Although a pedestrian has the right-of-way while in a crosswalk, a pedestrian is
prohibited from entering the crosswalk when it isn’t safe to do so. The language of
section 21-502 of Maryland’s Transportation Article reads:

**k*k

(b) Duty of pedestrian. -- A pedestrian may not suddenly leave a curb or
other place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle which is
so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield.

*k*k

3. Once you are in the crosswalk, all the cars on that half of Connecticut must stop,
and they must remain stopped as long as you are on that half of the roadway. For
example, if you are coming from the east side of the Village to the Post Office, all the
northbound lanes of Connecticut must stop while you are crossing the northbound lanes,
but the southbound lanes may continue. Once you proceed onto the southbound lanes,



the southbound cars must stop and the northbound traffic may move again. Section 21-
502 includes the following relevant language:

*k%k

2 The driver of a vehicle shall come to a stop when a
pedestrian crossing the roadway in a crosswalk is:

(1) On the half of the roadway on which the vehicle
is traveling;

*k*k

In spite of the law giving you the right-of-way while in the crosswalk, please don’t rely on the
law to keep you safe; some drivers follow the law, while others don’t. Please give your full time
and attention to the cars on the roadway whenever you cross Connecticut Avenue.

Wall Street Journal article: How to Stop Robocalls

Most of us are weary from the many unwanted calls that we get on our home and cell phones.
An alert resident brought an excellent WSJ article (linked below) to Chief Fitzgerald’s attention.

Click on the link below to read how to effectively block those unwanted calls:

http://www.wsj.com/articles/how-to-stop-robocalls-or-at-least-fight-back-1467138771
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